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Tiara and of the Crown ; and this antagonism, by dimin-
ishing the apparent importance of any other issue, tends
to prevent it from forming a basis for a division into
two great parties. During the time that elapsed after
Italy had become a nation, and before Venice and
Koine had been won, political passion ran high over the
policy to be pursued in obtaining those provinces, and
the deputies were pretty sharply divided into two op-
posing sections. But with the taking of Eome in 1870
the conflict with the church became more acute, and
since that time there has arisen no question great
enough to absorb public interest and cast the religious
quarrel into the shade. Moreover the Clericals are the
real Conservatives in the state, and their absence from
Parliament allows the supporters of the monarchy, who
are really all Liberals, to break up into groups instead
of forming a single party.1 To use an antithesis, it
may fairly be said that in Prance the presence of the
irreconcilables in the Chamber forces together men
whose political principles are essentially different, while
in Italy their absence fosters divisions among members
whose principles are really very much the same.

In the chapter on France several details of the politi-
cal machinery were pointed out that helped
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and inter-     to break up the parties by diminishing the

authority and stability of  the cabinets, and

among the most important of these were the system of

committees in the Chambers, and the practice of inter-

1 Dupriez, Les Ministres, vol. i. p. 302 ; Speyer, in Unsere Zeit, 187$
vol. i. pp. 579-80; Jacini (J Conservatori, pp. 24^25) says that what Italy
needs in order to get rid of personal politics is a conservative party.